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Sir:— I submit herewith a report on the Statistics of County Finances for
the year ending December 31, 1927.
The plan of the report is the same as for previous years and consists of
twelve tables, as follows:—
Table No. 1 — Returns of County Treasurers.
Table No. 2 — Returns of Clerks of Supreme and Superior Courts.
Table No. 3 — Returns of Clerks of District and Municipal Courts.
Table No. 4 — Returns of Trial Justices.
Table No. 5 — Returns of Registers of Probate.
Table No. 6 — Returns of Registers of Deeds.
Table No. 7 — Returns of the Recorder and Assistant Recorders of the
Land Court.
Table No. 8 — Returns of Sheriffs.
Tabic No. 9 — Returns of Keepers of Jails and Masters of Houses of
Correction.
Table' No. 10 — Returns of Probation Officers in Superior, District and
: Municipal Courts.
Table No. 11 — Returns of Treasurers of Tuberculosis Hospitals.
Table No. 12 - Returns of County Aid to Agriculture.
Table No. 1 i*^; prepared from the returns made by the county treasurers
and shows the receipts and disbursements of the office. It should be read in
conjum tioji with the other tables in the report, as under the law certain
offices may' expend from their receipts, while others act as an agency, as in
the c.^,se of cleiks of courts who receive bail deposits and probation officers
whi)" receive deposits for making restitution and the payments for non-
support cases. Tuberculosis hospital districts have a separate treasurer's
account, and it' is only the amount that is advanced for maintenance in
anticipation of the assessments that appears in Table No. 1.
The work of auditing the county accounts is constantly increasing, and
whiie there has-been an earnest spirit of co-operation on the part of the
several officials. I feel that, in some cases, the work necessary for the conduct
of their office causes them to lose sight of the fact that it is essential for a
public official, who is responsible for the receipt and disbursement of money,
to keep complete and accurate records of every financial transaction. While,
in general, county officials appreciate that laxity in their work will neces-
sarily add to the work of the auditors, yet there are those who continue in
their careless methods, and the time required to audit the work is unreason-
ably long. This is particularly true of some of the probation officers and
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' 3
[clerks of district courts, and much time could be saved if the officers would
'check their accounts and locate their errors instead of leaving such work to
the examiners of this department.
The accounts of the several treasurers show the major cash transactions,
and great care should be used in checking bills before payment is made.
These accounts continue to show improvement. In fact, as I reflect on the
work of the past nine years, it is extremely gratifying to note the progress
made, but under our present statutes there is no provision for a local auditor
to audit the vouchers prior to their payment; the treasurer is personally
liable for disbursements and in a way becomes an auditor and disbursing
officer. This seems unfair to the treasurer of the county when there is such
conflict in the laws as to the bills that may be legally contracted.
During the past year, in some cases, books were not approved for various
reasons, such as: failure to withhold payment of prior years' bills until appro-
priations or other provisions were made to meet them; lack of supporting
vouchers; district attorney's expenses chargeable to State paid by county;
expenses of autopsies not authorized; bills in excess of S800 not advertised;
expense of probation officer in excess of statutory allowances; fees paid to
salaried officials; payment of architects on account of buildings for which no
appropriation or authorization had been made: and unauthorized transfers
from the reserve appropriation, etc. Many of these conditions have been
remedied and certificates can be given, but in some eases nothing short of
legislative action can relieve the treasurer of personal liability, and I must
say that I do not know of a single instance where the treasurer was what
might be termed careless. The statutes appear to give a great many officials
exclusive authority to incur liabilities, so that it is extremely difficult to deter-
mine what is and what is not authorized by law.
The number of examiners on this work is the same as in previous years,
notwithstanding the increasing amount of work to be done, and a few of the
offices could not be covered during the past year, but they have been covered
early this year.
To the examiners engaged on county accounts, I wish to express my appre-
ciation of their work.
Respectfully submitted,
THEODORE N. ^KV>V>YAAj, Director oj Accounts,
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